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In April of 2017 with the discovery of the creative genes fostered by the
climate of Ota based on the words by SHIMIZU Fusanojo, the local poet,
the ART MUSEUM & LIBRARY, OTA will make its grand opening as “a
platform of the intellect and sensibilities that brings creativity to the city,”
with the basic philosophy of “Creative People in Ota,” and with the aim of
becoming a base for the urban development for the future by the citizens
while inheriting the wisdom of manufacturing cultivated in Ota.

It was the Aircraft Research Laboratory established in May of 1917 chiefly
by NAKAJIMA Chikuhei, former naval engineer lieutenant, that laid the
foundation of the City of Ota, presently known as the most prominent
industrial city in the northern Kanto region. A symbol of Ota, “the City of
Manufacturing,” is Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. (SUBARU CORPORATION,
from April of 2017) established on the basis of the leading aircraft manu-
facturing technology in Japan by Nakajima Aircraft Co., Ltd. dissolved after
World War Il by the GHQ (General Headquarters of the Allied Forces).

What scenery spreads out in Ota, other than its appearance as the
industrial city? Going further into the past, SHIMIZU Fusanojo, born in Ota
in 1903, was called the pastoral poet. In his first poetry collection titled “
Sougai Keihou (frost damage warning)” (1930), he wrote “The mulberries
are dear like my children./If they turn black, our livelihoods will be also
lost. /Let us show our beacons in the village.” There depicted the people
who carefully grew mulberries while being distressed by the frost damages
in winter. The works of SHIMIZU Fusanojo, who threw his soul into writing
poems in his birthplace while interacting with rare great poets such as
TAKAMURA Kotaro and HAGIWARA Sakutaro, make us feel his strong
pride he had in the living in this climate.

In the Exhibition Commemorating the Opening, with the keywords of “The
Discovery of the Climate,” "Creative Genes,” and ”"Signal Flare for our
Future,” we will introduce to you the works, including new ones, of artists
in a diversified range of genres such as painting, craftwork, photograph,
video picture, poetry, and songs created in such a historical climate.
Furthermore, we will carry out projects in cooperation with the citizens and
will show the beacons for us to command a prospect of the future through
the projects.

The challenging work of the ART MUSEUM & LIBRARY, OTA, which will
walk with the “Creative People in Ota,” will commence from the Exhibition.
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B Related Events

(1) Open Atelier

Prior to the opening of the Exhibition, ASAI Yusuke will produce works to be submitted
to the exhibition in an open atelier.

Dates and Hours : April Il (Tues.) - April 16 (Sun.), 2017
I0a.m.-12a.m. and | p.m.-3p.m. each day

(2) “Ota-Don” - Performance Commemorating the Opening

The performance will be delivered by ENDA Makoto, the president of “makotocluv” that
fits dances and others into intervals in the day-to-day world, with various groups in the
City of Ota. The ART MUSEUM & LIBRARY will start to dance to the rhythm of the Jomo
karuta (playing ccards).

Date and Time : April 23 (Sun.), 2017 Ip.m.- 4 p.m.

Performers : ENDA Makoto (makotocluv), Dancers in and around Tokyo, and performance
groups in the City of Ota

(3) Artist Talk
The artists participating in the Exhibition will talk on their works including those placed
on the Exhibition.

[11 KATAYAMA Mari Date & Time : May 3 (Wed. (Holiday)), 2017 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
[2] ASAI Yusuke Date & Time : May 6 (Sat.), 2017 2p.m.-3:30 p.m.
[3] ISHIUCHI Miyako — Date & Time : May 13 (Sat.), 2017 2 p.m.- 3:30 p.m.
[4] HAYASHI Yuki Date & Time : May 27 (Sat.), 2017 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
[5] FUJIWARA Taisuke — Date & Time : June 10 (Sat.), 2017 2p.m.- 3:30 p.m.

(4) Artist Talk & Live
MAENO Kenta, an artist who is to participate in the Exhibition, will talk on his works put
on the Exhibition and will provide a live performance.

Date & Time : May 5 (Fri. (Holiday)), 2017 2p.m.-3:30 p.m.

(5) Artist’s Workshop
Workshops with artists participating in the Exhibition will be convened.

[1T HAYASHI Yuki Date: May 4 (Thur. (Holiday)), 2017 The time is not yet fixed.
[2] ASAI Yusuke Date: May 7 (Sun.), 2017 The time is not yet fixed.
[3] FUJIWARA Taisuke — Date: June |1 (Sun.) The time is not yet fixed.

(6) Gallery Talk

KOGANEZAWA Satoshi, a curator in charge of the Exhibition, will expound on the works,

highlights, etc. in the Exhibition, in the exhibition rooms.

Date & Time : May 20 (Sat.), June 3 (Sat.), June 17 (Sat.), July | (Sat.), and July 15 (Sat.),
2017 2p.m.-3p.m. each day

® Other related events are also scheduled to be held. The details such as contents and
seating limits will be informed on the website or the like as soon as they are fixed.

* Please note that the above events are on the schedule as of March. The dates, time,
performers, etc. of the events are subject to change due to certain circumstances.
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m Qutline of the Exhibition
Exhibition Name : opening exhibition NOROSHI Signal Flare for our future
Venue : ART MUSEUM & LIBRARY, OTA
Dates : April 26 (Wed.) - July 17 (Mon. (Holiday)), 2017
Closed on Mondays except (Public Holiday)
Opening Hours : 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. ( Last admission to the Exhibition Rooms 5:30 p.m.)
: General 800 Yen, College / Senior High School Students and Groups 640 Yen
* Free for Junior high school students and younger children
Organized by : The City of Ota and the Ota City Culture & Sports Promotion Foundation

Admission

Supported by : Ota City Board of Education, The Ota Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
GUNMA TV, FM GUNMA, FM TARO, NHK MAEBASHI, THE JOMOSHINBUN
B HRER

EHAN, RFNTH. GAR M. FILEE, FRkEZR, EHE. B,
BREA. BIHEX

| Artists

ASAI Yusuke, IIZUKA Shokansai, ISHIUCHI Miyako, KATAYAMA Mari, SHIMIZU Fusanojo,

SHODA Jo, HAYASHI Yuki, FUJIWARA Taisuke, MAENO Kenta
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m Access D
Address: 16-30 Higashi-Honcho, the City of Ota, D

Gunma Prefecture, 373-0026 ]D
Approx. one-minute walk from the North Exit of

Ota Station, Tobu Isesaki Line

With limited parking available, using public transportation,

when possible, is recommended. The parking lots of the

City Hall are free of charge up to three hours. jQ D
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http://www.artmuseumlibraryota.jp/ ] DDD[

B Contact

ART MUSEUM & LIBRARY, OTA * AHmEM [
Ota City Office

Tel. 0276-55-3036 | \\ F

http://www.artmuseumlibraryota.jp/ 1M




